
 

 
 

Friday 17th January 2020 

Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week has been the launch week of our ‘Award Winning Fiction Programme’ and every year group 
has been getting stuck into their reading book and the feedback has been brilliant. I have been a 
‘reading buddy’ for a Y10 form and it’s been great fun to read to them in the morning.  

The students’ response has been fantastic – lots of students have seen me to offer positive feedback 
and some have asked whether they can take the book home so they can finish the story, which is 
brilliant but will spoil the programme in form time! We have based the Award-Winning Fiction 
Programme on research which makes clear that reading adds considerably to students’ academic 
progress. Regularly reading fiction can add 10 months to a student’s schooling compared to other 
types of reading. 

 



 

The programme is taking place in three form periods a week and over the course of students’ time at 
Manchester Academy we hope they will enjoy reading some of the best, award winning fiction. 

Attendance 

Out research makes clear that students with an excellent ‘Attitude for Learning’ (ATL) and an 
attendance of 95% or above are strongly likely to meet or exceed their academic targets.  
The biggest risk factor in a student not achieving in their GCSE exams is low attendance and students 
in current Y11 with attendance below 91% have the lowest rates of progress. Attendance is vital and 
because our new curriculum flows through from Y7 to Y11 and is assessed using our Big Test structure, 
absence will impact on any student’s grades. Please make sure your child is in school and support us 
to keep healthy and happy so that their attendance is high.  

Hands Off 

Our Learning Value ‘Students follow our ‘hands off’ culture to ensure safety and well-being’ has been 
really successful, dramatically reducing the number of silly incidents between students when physical 
play gets out of control. Students who have struggled to manage this have lost the remainder of their 
break or lunchtime and this sanction has reinforced the learning value. 

Mr Eldon, Principal 

 
Year 7  

Year 7 have had a brilliant start to this term already, they’re arriving looking smart in their uniforms 
and with a spring in their step. I am pleased with the data I have received on attendance and ATL for 
the Autumn term. 55 students in Y7 had 100% attendance for the whole of the last term which is 
incredible, they are now proudly walking around the academy with a 100% attendance badge. 

With a new ATL drop now being shared with students and you, I am excited to award more ATL 1 
badges and prizes to celebrate those students that excelled last term. I am delighted to say that 126 
students which is 76.4% of the year group have achieved ATL 1, 11 students made brilliant progress 
moving from ATL 2 to ATL 1 since the first drop. 

Our assembly this week has been to celebrate these students with prize draws and next week they 
will receive their next star badge. Next week, we are going to have a focus on those students that have 
made the most improvements and celebrate their hard work and attitude in lessons. 

Form time has started with our new reading programme, where the students read a book with their 
form tutor. Walking around forms in the morning has been one of my favorite times of the day with 
all students engaged and enjoying this time. 

Massive congratulations and well done to all year 7. Let’s keep this going. Remember to be the best 
you can be! 

Miss Maybury 

 

 



 

Year 8 

Mr Boyle has been on jury duty this week so Mr Senior has been leading Y8 who have made a really 
positive start to the Spring term. Uniform looks good, the number of students with ATL1 has increased 
in the second ATL collection and students have responded well to the Academy’s ‘Hands Off’ value. 
We hope the positive start continues! So far, the conduct of Y8 in their Spring Term Big Testes has 
been impressive – they are beginning to demonstrate the focus and concentration which will be crucial 
when they begin their GCSE courses. 

 
Year 9 

Happy New Year to all Y9 parents and carers, I hope you all had a peaceful and relaxing break. 
Year 9 have had a great start to the new term – well done! 2020 has begun and the start of a new 
decade brings an opportunity for greatness, for change and for success.  

We have a very exciting term ahead of us with Options evening on the way, parents’ evening and yet 
another ATL drop. All parents should now have received their child’s progress reports where the ATL 
data and Big Test scores are communicated. I have spent a lot of time this week looking at the ATL 
drop from December and the sheer number of pupils with an ATL of 1 has risen significantly. On 
Wednesday we celebrated these pupils with a Reward’s Assembly where the names of these pupils 
were entered into a draw to win prizes from chocolate and sweets to vouchers worth £100!  
Huge well done and congratulations to the winners; very well deserved.  
We are working on a new ‘Hi 5’ initiative this week where we will identify pupils who are still struggling 
to raise their ATL in lessons and put systems in place to support this before the next data drop. 
 
Across the academy we have now launched our new form time ‘Award Winning Fiction Programme’. 
This gives students the opportunity to read an age appropriate novel in their form times with their 
group and teachers, which will help to raise reading ages for pupils. It’s been truly wonderful to see 
pupils so engaged already and enjoying the year 9 novel – Noughts and Crosses by Marjorie Blackman 
- it really is a great read! 
Attendance is an ongoing issue with a number of students in Y9 and this term we will be focusing on 
working with those pupils and their families to raise this figure and offer support wherever we can. 
Attendance is directly related to a child’s progress and attendance of below 95% (95% is the 
Government’s recommendation) is a cause of concern, in terms of how well your child progresses at 
school. Whilst we know there are sometimes exceptional circumstances to poor attendance which can 
often not be helped, we want to help and support families in the most pro-active way possible. 

Two of our students have been accepted on a Diversity Champion scheme with The University of 
Manchester and will take part in some fantastic training around issues such as LGBTQ, bullying, racism 
and mindfulness. These pupils will feedback and present to other pupils over the coming months and 
help to raise the profile and need for equality and acceptance to all in the academy. We can’t wait! 

On a personal note, I’d like to thank those parents who have enquired about my recovery and well-
being after my recent surgery. This is greatly appreciated, and I now have a clean bill of health 😊😊 

Mrs Henzell 



 

 

Year 10 

Parents of year 10 students should have received their most recent report detailing the first of Big 
Test grades and percentages from the end of last term and the second set of ATL grades. I am sure 
there will be lots of very proud parents and carers! We have worked hard to improve the frequency 
of data for parents and in this first year of GCSE it’s vital parents are kept up to date with their child’s 
progress. 

The year group made some excellent progress across subjects and in particular took on board all the 
advice teachers gave them to improve ATL grades. This effort and consistency paid off with 133 
students all achieving ATL1 – excellent ATL. This is over 30 more than last term which is an amazing 
outcome. We celebrated this during our assembly this week where prizes were drawn. Well done 
Abdulqadir who won the £100 JD voucher for all his hard work!  

There will be a big focus on attendance this term. The government recommend that students need to 
have attendance of 95% and above. Everyday missed at school really does impact learning for children 
and Y10 is a crucial time for students to make the progress they need to excel in exams. Research 
shows even missing one day can affect outcomes for children. Please support us by making sure your 
child is in school every day and on time. If there are any issues that means your child needs to miss 
school, please speak to us about how we can support. 

Ms Tempest 

Year 11 

 A Happy New Year to all our year 11 students and their families. 

Countdown- 14 weeks to go for our year 11’s 

Congratulations to Year 11 students in completing their college applications for the academic year 
2020. A huge thank you, to all Form Tutors who worked tirelessly prior and during the Christmas break 
to support our students. A special mention to Miss Patrick for processing all applications ahead of the 
deadlines. 

At next week’s assembly the academy welcomes ‘The Greater Manchester Learning Provider Network’ 
who will deliver information on career pathways. 

Upcoming Deadlines: 

Connell College Friday 31st January 2020 

Parrs wood 6th Form - Friday 31st January 2020 

Students participated in the second Attitude To Learning prize draw assembly at the start of the week. 
We have seen a significant rise in ATL, 147 students 62% of the year group (+36 students on last half 
term) met the threshold of ATL 1. Of those 147 students 36 had an ATL score 1 across all subjects 
taught. 21 prizes awarded in celebration of this success! 

 



 

  Pre Public Exams 

Year 11 exams Feb/March 

 

 

Year 11 English Lit paper 2 12th Feb 

Year 11 English Lit paper 1 28th Feb 

Year 11 Maths paper 1  26th Feb 

Year 11 Maths paper 2 4th March 

Year 11 Maths paper 3 6th March 

Year 11 Chemistry paper 2 13th March 

Year 11 Physics paper 2 16th March 

  

11B/ HC1 - WJEC Hospitality -GMM 

Tuesday 4th Feb Reg - Pd. 4  

Tuesday 25h Feb Reg - Pd. 4  

Tuesday 3rd March Reg - Pd.4 

 

Catch up date TBC - TUESDAY 17/3/20 

11C/HC1 - WJEC Hospitality - CST  

Wednesday 29th Jan Reg - Pd 4 

Thursday 6th Feb Reg - Pd 4 

Thursday 27th Feb Reg - Pd 4 

Period 6  

Week  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
Red Maths Science Option A 
Blue Option C Option B English  

 

“Increased attendance in Geography P6 this week where we focused on ecosystems! Well done to all 
of those who attended! Look out for super learning dates in Feb half term – we will be tackling 
hazards.” 

Miss. Minshull 

 



 

Y11 Parents Evening Thursday 30th January 2020 

Letter to follow with key information. It is very important that all parents and students attend. 

· SUPER LEARNING DAYS in preparation for exam season will commence over the half term break for 
year 11 students. 

· Do you know your child’s attendance? Colleges expect a minimum of 95% 

Research suggest that 17 days missed at school equates to losing a full GCSE 

90% of young people with absence rates below 85% fail to achieve five or more good grades of GCSE 
and around one. 

 


